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                  Alta Bates Summit
 Neonatal Intensive Care (NICU)

               

               
                  Having a baby prematurely or born with a serious health issue can be one of the most frightening and overwhelming events in a parent’s life. Alta Bates Summit Medical Center’s Level III neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) provides life-saving technologies for premature babies or those born with serious health issues.
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            When your baby's life begins with a lengthy hospital stay, the impact on your entire family can be monumental. In these difficult situations, it's reassuring to know that we provide specialized medical care and the latest in technology and advanced therapies for babies born prematurely or with serious health conditions.

               
                  
                     
                        










                     
                  
               
            
         
         
            

            Our team of more than 200 professionals operates the Level III neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) at Alta Bates Summit Medical Center, providing around-the-clock care for your baby. The 55-bed NICU was designed by a caring, dedicated group of parents, doctors and nurses to be as comfortable and private as possible. While in the NICU, your baby will be cared for by a team of specialists, including neonatologists, neonatal nurse practitioners, lactation consultants, respiratory therapists, discharge planners, social workers and audiologists.

Our care doesn't stop once your baby is discharged from the NICU. We offer ongoing support, with programs for parents like you so you can help your baby develop. In addition, we host an annual reunion so families can visit the doctors and nurses who cared for their babies. This special event brings together more than 200 families every year.

Special Programs with Special Support

Alta Bates Summit Medical Center is proud to offer two special programs that provide extra support to you and your baby during your stay in the NICU.

	Compassionate Beginnings — Touch is the first sense your baby develops and a primary way you will connect with your infant in the NICU. The program teaches methods to help you effectively communicate and bond with your baby using the special language of touch.
	NICU Family Advisory Council — The council is a special group of former NICU parents and medical staff who provide emotional, educational and financial support to families going through the NICU experience.
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               Neonatal Health Care Team

               Many specialists provide care to babies in the NICU. Meet the team.
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                        'Super' Sam is a NICU Miracle

                        Baby Sam was born by emergency C-section at 1 pound, 12 ounces and would spend the
                           next 95 days in the NICU. But today he is happy and healthy.

                     

                  

                  
                     

                     
                        A NICU Survivor’s Homecoming

                        Aspiring neonatal nurse revisits care team that saved her.
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               Genetics studies the genes and DNA coding that each person inherits from their parents and how these genes can lead to disease or better health. Some inherited genes cause diseases such as Tay-Sachs or sickle cell anemia, while mutations in genes can cause genetic disorders, such as Down syndrome. However, doctors also use genetics to understand which treatments may work best for an individual.

               Sutter Health Genetics Research Sutter Health Genetics Research
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            The following doctors are part of the Sutter Health network. Learn about the doctors on this site.
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